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What is Web 2.0 or the Social Web?

Å/ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ψ²Ŝō мΦлΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ 
read-only Web we all know, Web 2.0 is the 
read-write Web par excellence.

ÅIn Web 1.0 users follow links to content, while 
in Web 2.0 they can also rate, comment, 
annotate, edit, create, mix and share content. 



What is Web 2.0 or the Social Web?

Å²Ŝō нΦлΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ-ŎŜƴǘǊƛŎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ²ŜōΩΣ ǘƘǳǎ 
facilitates social networking, collaboration 
and a level of participation beyond that 
associated with traditional online methods of 
learning and information delivery.

ÅGreater levels of democratic participation, 
agency and choice are possible, where users 
act simultaneously as readers and writers.



Web 2.0 
(applications): 
More Than Just 
a Buzzword!

The Web 
browser as 

the central 
business 
and 
productivity 

tool, much 

like a Swiss 
army knife



Video station
The Machine is Us/ing Us

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gmP4nk0EOE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gmP4nk0EOE


Web 2.0 is useful for...

ÅPeople who use multiple computers in various 
locations (e.g., the http://del.icio.us/ social 
bookmarking service, and collaborative 
document authoring and editing in Google 
Docs http://docs.google.com/and in wikis like 
AskDrWiki.com http://www.askdrwiki.com/);

ÅSharingresources with others (e.g., 
http://www.SlideShare.net/and 
http://www.flickr.com/ services);

http://del.icio.us/
http://docs.google.com/
http://www.askdrwiki.com/
http://www.slideshare.net/
http://www.flickr.com/


Web 2.0 is useful for...
ÅDiscoveryof items (Web links, papers, 

audio/MP3 clips (podcasts), videos, 
presentations, photos, etc.) similar to your 
current selections; and

ÅBuilding communities and discovering like-
minded people and groups (social networking 
serviceslike http://myspace.com/).

Sermo.comΥ ΨThe Wisdom of the Medical CrowdΩ - a 

social networking site for physicians

http://myspace.com/
http://www.myspace.com/
http://www.sermo.com/
http://www.businessweek.com/investor/content/apr2007/pi20070429_699650.htm


Geriatric1927 YouTube example

ÅYouTube http://youtube.com/ is not just a video file 
repository for online dumping and sharing of (large 
and bandwidth-intensive) video files that would 
otherwise be difficult to host and serve to a wide 
audience, but is also a true Web 2.0 video 
community, where people can meet and discover 
videos based on interests they have in common, and 
where they can even communicate with each other 
using asynchronous video (video blogs) and 
ΨōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΩΦ

http://youtube.com/
http://youtube.com/


Geriatric1927 YouTube example

ÅOne such YouTube broadcaster is 79-year-old
Peter Oakley known by the nickname 
Geriatric1927.

ÅHe used a webcam to shoot his videos, and 
posted them on YouTube, where they have 
been seen over five million times. 

ÅGeriatric1927 made his YouTube debut in 
August 2006 with a series of videos about his 
ƭƛŦŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎ Lǘ !ƭƭΩΦ

See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geriatric1927

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geriatric1927


Video station
BBC interview with Geriatric1927

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/6365389.stm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/6365389.stm


Some definitions/concepts

ÅRatings(voting): are a feature of Web 2.0, be 
ƛǘ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǳǎŜǊǎΦ wŀǘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Ψwisdom of the 
crowdsΩϝ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
rated subject/item (e.g., 
http://patientopinion.org.uk/ ).

ÅFolksonomies: collaboratively-/user-
generated free-form metadata tagsthat 
categorise Web 2.0 content. Can be used to 
discover similar(ly-tagged) items.

*Or ócollective intelligenceô

http://patientopinion.org.uk/


Some definitions/concepts

ÅRemixing/repurposingof content: content 
viewed in one online location but originating 
elsewhere.

ÅRSSXML-based feeds and mashupsare the 
main buzzwords here.

ÅIssues include copyrightsand authorship.





Google Co-op 
http://www.google.com/coop/

for one introduces social 

recommendations and tagging 

(the ówisdom of the crowdsô) to 

the search process for better 

search results.

Yahoo! Pipes 
http://pipes.yahoo.com/ is an 

interactive feed aggregator and 

manipulator. Using Pipes, you 

can create feeds that are more 

powerful, useful and relevant.

http://www.google.com/coop/
http://pipes.yahoo.com/


ÅNew from Google: create and share map mashups with just 
your mouse(no coding)
http://maps.google.com/help/maps/userguide/index.html


